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SIFE USA Regional Competitions

Minneapolis
Thursday, March 22
Hilton Minneapolis
1001 Marquette Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55403
Phone (612) 376-1000
Toll Free (800) 233-1234
Fax (612) 397-4875
Rate $149 S/D/T/Q

Rogers
Monday, March 26
Embassy Suites Hotel
3303 Pinnacle Hills Pkwy.
Rogers, AR 72758
Phone (479) 254-8400
Fax (479) 845-2001
Rate $139 S/D/T/Q

Charlotte
Tuesday, March 27
The Westin Charlotte
601 South College Street
Charlotte, NC 28202
Phone (704) 375-2600
Toll Free (866) 837-4148
Rate $179 S/D/T/Q

Seattle
Friday, March 30
Renaissance Seattle Hotel
515 Madison Street
Seattle, WA 98104
Phone (206) 583-0300
Toll-Free (800) 266-9432
Fax (206) 447-0992
Rate $129 S/D/T/Q

Atlanta
Monday, April 2
Marriott Marquis
265 Peachtree Center Avenue 
Atlanta, GA 30303
Phone (404) 521-0000
Fax (404) 586-6299
Rate $149 S/D/T/Q

Philadelphia
Wednesday, April 4
Marriott Downtown
1201 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107
Phone (215) 625-2900
Fax (215) 625-6000
Rate $159 S/D/T/Q

Hollywood
Thursday, April 5
Renaissance 
Hollywood Hotel
1755 North Highland Avenue
Hollywood, CA 90028
Phone (323) 856-1200
Toll Free (800) 769-4774
Rate $189 S/D/T/Q

Cincinnati
Tuesday, April 10
Hyatt Regency Cincinnati
151 West Fifth Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202
Phone (513) 579-1234
Toll Free (888) 421-1442
Fax (513) 354-4299
Rate $109 S/D/T/Q

New York
Wednesday, April 11
Hilton New York
1335 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10019
Phone (212) 586-7000
Fax (212) 315-1374
Rate $279 S/D/T/Q

Dallas
Friday, April 13
Hilton Anatole
2201 Stemmons Freeway
Dallas, TX 75207
Phone (214) 748-1200
Fax (214) 761-7520
Rate $145 S/D/T/Q

Chicago - Hotel
Monday, April 16
Hyatt Regency O’Hare
9300 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.
Rosemont, IL 60018
Phone (847) 696-1234
Fax (847) 698-0139
Rate $139 S/D/T/Q

Competition Location
Donald E. Stephens 
Convention Ctr.
5555 N. River Road
Rosemont, IL
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Name Badge Policy
For security reasons, no one will be allowed to participate in any 
SIFE event without displaying a SIFE approved name badge at all 
times. Specifics on obtaining name badges will be communicated 
to teams prior to all SIFE events. 

Regional Competition Expenses
All expenses, with the exception of any meals provided by SIFE, 
are the responsibility of the individual SIFE team. 

It is the responsibility of each SIFE team to make room 
reservations for the Regional Competition it will attend. When 
calling to book rooms, teams should request the SIFE room block 
and the SIFE rate. 

Reservations must be made 4-6 weeks in advance of the 
competition date to ensure receipt of the SIFE rate. Room blocks 
are automatically released by the hotel after that time. 

Competition Pairing Process
There will be a minimum of four teams per league. Historically, the 
number of teams named as SIFE Regional Champions advancing 
to the SIFE USA National Exposition has been determined using 
the formula on page 13. Any changes to this process will be 
announced during the spring semester.

The teams are placed into competition groups using a 
computerized pairing process. This program takes into account 
each team’s competition performance from the previous year. First 
year “rookie” teams will be evenly distributed among the leagues. 
The computer program will randomly assign presentation times.

No-Show Policy
In the event that a SIFE team does not show up to compete at the 
regional competition they have registered to compete at and has not 
informed the SIFE USA Program Department of their decision not to 
compete, the team will be subject to the following penalties:

1. First offense – Warning
2. Second offense – Ineligible to compete for one year and a 

letter will be sent to the team’s institution informing them of 
the offense.

In the event the team is unable to compete due to extenuating 
circumstances, the team should call the SIFE USA Program 
Department as soon as possible to inform them of the situation.

SIFE USA Regional Competitions

Judge Resources
Please reference the SIFE team Handbook for the Judges 
Oath, Individual Team Evaluation Form, and Cumulative 
Evaluation Form used in the SIFE Regional and National 
Competitions worldwide. 

Forfeiture of $1,000 Award
Teams selected as Regional Champions are required to 
compete at the SIFE USA National Exposition or forfeit 
their $1,000 cash award. In the event of forfeit, the team 
does retain its title and trophy.

In the event that a SIFE USA Regional Champion team 
is unable to fulfill this competition requirement, the 1st 
Runner-up team from its Regional Competition league 
will be invited to compete in its place at the SIFE USA 
National Exposition. 
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4 – 5 Teams Per League 
2 SIFE Regional Champions Per League

League B	 League B Regional Champions
Team #1 	 Champion Team #1
Team #2	 Champion Team #2
Team #3
Team #4	
Team #5

6 – 7 Teams Per League 
3 SIFE Regional Champions Per League

League C	 League C Regional Champions
Team #1	 Champion Team #1
Team #2	 Champion Team #2
Team #3	 Champion Team #3
Team #4	
Team #5
Team #6	
Team #7

Awards & Prize Money
Overall Competition

$1,000 & Trophy – Regional Champion Award (two or three per league)
Trophy – 1st Runner-up (one per league)
Trophy – Rookie of the Year (one per league when applicable)

Teams or individuals that receive prize money from SIFE USA are 
required to submit a completed W-9 form before payment of the 
prize money may be distributed. Please see the example in the 
appendix for more information.

Note: This is subject to change.

SIFE USA Regional Competitions
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The Grievance Process
SIFE wishes to uphold the integrity and transparency of every SIFE 
competition. If you feel that a competition rule has been violated 
by another SIFE team or that your SIFE team was treated unfairly, 
please report the violation to the most senior member of the SIFE 
USA Staff immediately so that the issue can be addressed with 
the participants and/or individuals witness to the violation. 

On-site Complaint Filing Process
Contact the Vice President, SIFE USA Programs to report the 
violation. In the event the Vice President, SIFE USA Programs 
is not on site, contact the most senior member of the SIFE USA 
Staff in attendance.

On-site Complaint Handling Process
Complaints submitted on-site will be reviewed by the Vice 
President, SIFE USA Programs or the most senior member of the 
SIFE USA Staff on site in consultation with the Vice President, 
SIFE USA Programs.

Upon review of the complaint, if the violation can be resolved in 
a timely manner at the Regional Competition, the individual(s) 
filing the on-site complaint will receive a verbal ruling by the Vice 
President, SIFE USA Programs or the most senior member of the 
SIFE USA Staff in attendance at the event.

If the violation cannot be resolved in a timely matter at the 
Regional Competition, or if you disagree with the outcome of the 
immediate addressing of the suspected violation, you and/or your 
SIFE team may appeal the decision to the SIFE Rules Committee. 
All appeals must be submitted in writing within 30 days of the 
suspected violation.

Formal Complaint Filing Process
If you or your SIFE team did not learn of the suspected 
violation in a way which allowed for the issue to be immediately 
addressed, you and/or your SIFE team may file a formal written 
complaint. All complaints must be submitted within 30 days of 
the suspected violation.

Submit an official letter of complaint detailing the violation to:
Bernard J. Milano
Chairman-SIFE Rules Committee 
c/o KPMG Foundation
3 Chestnut Ridge Road
Montvale, N.J. 07645
or via email to bmilano@kpmg.com

Complaint must include full name and contact information of the 
individual(s) filing the formal complaint and name of the college/
university at which the individual is an active student, SIFE faculty 
advisor or administrator. Anonymous complaints will be disregarded. 

Formal Complaint Handling Process
1.	Upon receipt of a formal complaint, the filing individual(s) 

will receive written confirmation of the complaint being 
received within 30 days of receipt. 

2.	Formal complaints will be reviewed by the SIFE Rules 
Committee which is a sub committee of the SIFE USA 
National Advisory Board with written findings being submitted 
to the filing individual(s) within 30 days of the receipt of the 
appeal. Decisions of the SIFE Rules Committee are final.

SIFE USA Regional Competition Formal Grievance Process
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Dates & Location
May 22-24, 2012 at the Kansas City Convention Center in Kansas 
City, MO.

Expenses
All expenses, with the exception of any meals provided by SIFE, 
are the responsibility of the individual SIFE team. Teams should 
inquire with the hotels in Kansas City as to their rules regarding 
tax exemption for non-profit institutions.

Competition Pairing Process
The teams are placed into competition groups using a 
computerized pairing process. This program takes into account 
each team’s competition performance from the previous year. First 
year “rookie” teams will be evenly distributed among the leagues. 
The computer program will randomly assign presentation times.

SIFE USA National Exposition

Forfeiture of $1,000 Award
Teams selected as Regional Champions are required to 
compete at the SIFE USA National Exposition or forfeit 
their $1,000 cash award. In the event of forfeit, the team 
does retain its title and trophy.

In the event that a SIFE USA Regional Champion team 
is unable to fulfill this competition requirement, the 1st 
Runner-up team from its Regional Competition league 
will be invited to compete in its place at the SIFE USA 
National Exposition. 
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Leagues
The number of leagues in the opening round of competition is 
dependent upon the number of Regional Champions named in the 
current competition year.

Opening Round
Maximum of 10 teams per  
league. One team from each  
league advances to next round.

League #1
League #2
League #3
League #4
League #5
League #6
League #7
League #8
League #9
League #10
League #11
League #12
League #13
League #14
League #15
League #16
League #17
League #18
League #19
League #20

Semi-Final Round
Five teams per league. 
One team from each league  
advances to next round.

Semi-Final League #1
Semi-Final League #2
Semi-Final League #3
Semi-Final League #4

Final Round 
Four teams

Final Round League

SIFE USA National Exposition

Opening Round	
SIFE USA 1st Runner-up Awards (20)	 $1,000
SIFE USA 2nd Runner-up Awards (20)	 $750
SIFE USA Rookie of the Year Awards (up to 20)	 N/A 

Semi-Final Round	
SIFE USA 1st Runner-up Awards (4)	 $2,000
SIFE USA 2nd Runner-up Awards (4)	 $1,500
SIFE USA 3rd Runner-up Awards (4)	 $1,500
SIFE USA 4th Runner-up Awards (4)	 $1,500

Final Round	
SIFE USA National Champion	 $10,000
SIFE USA 1st Runner-up	 $5,000
SIFE USA 2nd Runner-up	 $4,000
SIFE USA 3rd Runner-up	 $3,000
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The Grievance Process
SIFE wishes to uphold the integrity and transparency of every SIFE 
competition. If you feel that a competition rule has been violated 
by another SIFE team or that your SIFE team was treated unfairly, 
please report the violation to the most senior member of the SIFE 
USA Staff immediately so that the issue can be addressed with 
the participants and/or individuals witness to the violation. 

On-site Complaint Filing Process
Contact the most senior member of the SIFE USA Staff in 
attendance at the event to report the violation.

On-site Complaint Handling Process
1.	Complaints submitted on-site will be reviewed by the 		

SIFE Rules Committee.
2.	Upon review of the complaint, if the violation can 		

be resolved in a timely manner at the National 		   
Competition, the individual(s) filing the on-site complaint 		
will receive a verbal ruling by the SIFE Rules Committee.

3.	The decision of the SIFE Rules Committee is final.

Formal Complaint Filing Process
If you or your SIFE team did not learn of the suspected 
violation in a way which allowed for the issue to be immediately 
addressed, you and/or your SIFE team may file a formal written 
complaint. All complaints must be submitted within 30 days of 
the suspected violation.

Submit an official letter of complaint detailing the violation to:
Bernard J. Milano
Chairman-SIFE Rules Committee 
c/o KPMG Foundation
3 Chestnut Ridge Road
Montvale, NJ 07645
or via email to bmilano@kpmg.com

Complaint must include full name and contact information of the 
individual(s) filing the formal complaint and name of the college/
university at which the individual is an active student, SIFE faculty 
advisor or administrator. Anonymous complaints will be disregarded. 

Formal Complaint Handling Process
1.	Upon receipt of a formal complaint, the filing individual(s) 

will receive written confirmation of the complaint being 
received within 30 days of receipt. 

2.	Formal complaints will be reviewed by the SIFE Rules 
Committee which is a sub committee of the SIFE USA National 
Advisory Board with written findings being submitted to the 
filing individual(s) within 30 days of the receipt of the appeal. 
Decisions of the SIFE Rules Committee are final.

SIFE USA National Exposition Grievance Process
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The National Champion from the United States will be invited to 
compete against the other SIFE National Champion teams from 
around the world for the title of SIFE World Cup Champion. This 
competition allows teams to share best practice examples from 
across the globe and ultimately determine who is doing the best 
job creating economic opportunity. 

The event is a spectacular exhibit that highlights the rich diversity 
of languages, cultures, and ethnicities represented within SIFE and 
gives all in attendance a unique opportunity for cultural exchange 
and understanding. 

All SIFE teams may observe with prior approval from SIFE 
Worldwide. Registration is required.

Date & Location
SIFE World Cup 2012
September 30-October 2, 2012
Washington D.C., USA

Expenses
All expenses, with the exception of any meals provided to the 
competing teams, are the responsibility of the individual SIFE team. 

Registration
To register for the SIFE World Cup contact the SIFE USA 
Programs Department.

SIFE World Cup

Team Audit:
SIFE Worldwide and/or its national offices reserve the 
right to audit the projects and activities of any and all 
SIFE teams. Beginning 2010, all national champion 
teams will be audited prior to attending the SIFE World 
Cup. Please contact your Program Manager for more 
information on the local auditing procedures. 


